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THE COSTUME OF AN ANCIENT 
EGYPTIAN PRIEST 


From very early times the High Priest ot 
the ancient Egyptian city Memphis had 
the occult power of opening the mouths ot 
statues so that they might breathe and 


speak and partake of food and drink 





\mong his titles was the obscure one sem 


ad tS SsSem- 


Every other community) 


priest, who originally had the same func- 


t 
I 
} 
\ 


ion of vivifving statues, but, what was 


more important still in most communities 
his occult powers were transferred from 
treating inanimate statues to treating the 
equally inanimate dead. Thus it was the 


the climax of the 


sem-priest who presided at 


funeral ceremony and figuratively opened 


tele) 





>the mummy was lowered 


the crvpt. Thereafter, at festivals when 
the offering ritual Was repeated at the tomb 
rin the temple, he it was who repeated the 


iIminating praver by which the offerings 


the altar became available for the soul 
ft the dead 

On the whole, Egyptian priests of the 
early periods had no distinguishing vest 


ments, but in this respect the sem was ex 
ceptional. It 1s only rarely that he 1s shown 
on the monuments without a Spec al head 
dress and a special leopard-skin cloak. His 
pious role in respect to the dead was the réle 
which in theory was expected of the dead 


man’s or the god’s own son, and often the 


rites appropriate to the sem were performed 


by priests entitled “The Beloved Son” o1 
His Mother’s Support.’”’ Probably be 
cause of this filial duty the sem-priest, like 
the young boys of ancient Egypt, wore 

plaited lock curling down one side ol 
us head. Throughout dynastic times the 
cloak was an actual leopard skin, thrown 
over the shoulders with the animal's head 
hanging down over the chest. When the 


em-priest recited his part of the ritual, he 
usually held the leopard’s tail in his lett 
hand and stretched out his nmght hand 


1¢@ dead whom he addressed 


’ 
toward tl 

Through the generosity of Edward S$ 
Harkness the Museum has acquired a sen 
priest’s costume*—perhaps the only one at 
present surviving. With it came a roll of 
papyrus inscribed in demotic with a funer- 
ary ritual composed for a woman named 
lent-wer-o who died on the 21st day ot 
Mechir in the 7th Year of the Emperor 


Nero—February 15, a.p. 61.8 Inscriptions 


See Davies and Gardiner, [he ITomb of 
\menemhkt pp. 54 ff. For a representation ot 
tne m-priest as officiant, in the collections ol 
the Metropolitan Museum, see Winlock, Bas 

> ] ! 


Reliefs from the Temple of Rameses | at Abydo 


i gyptian Room 
[he papyrus (acc. no. 31.9.7) was examine 
by Dr. Nathaniel Reich, to whom we are in 


; 


debted for the date and the name which it con 


tains. A sheet of inscribed linen (acc. no. 31.9.8 
was said to have been found with the costume 
ind the papyrus, but we feel somewhat sceptica 


this statement 
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on the costume appear also to be of the first 
century A.D. and, the garments being con- 
temporary with the papyrus, it seems safe 
to accept the statement, made by the dealer 
who sold them, that they were found to 
gether 

Being late, the vestments are only imi- 
tations of what an earlier priest would have 
worn. Instead of a wig, the headdress ts a 
stiff casque of linen coated with gesso 
modeled on the lines of the earlier sem- 
priest’s thickly curled hair with the charac- 
teristic plaited lock on the right side. A 
brassard for the right arm 1s of the same 
material, with hieroglyphic inscriptions in 
relief naming a priest called Pa-dy-Amin 
‘the Little.” The robe 1s but a substitute in 
cloth for the leopard skin which an earlier or 
a richer priest would have worn. It 1s made 
of a sheet of linen, folded to double thick- 
ness, cut out in the shape of a skin, and then 
stitched around the edges and half a dozen 
times through the middle from one end to 
the other. A braid-bound slit was provided 
to slip it over the wearer’s head. The leop- 
ard’s head, which would have hung on the 
wearer's chest, and its four feet were proba- 
bly made of gesso and sewed to the sheet 
but like the tail they have been lost. For the 
leopard’s spots formal rows of rosettes were 
painted, first yellow, then red, then green 
and then repeating. Curiously enough, the 
spots are inside as well as outside the skin 
and both inside and out along the middle 
of the back there ts an inscription in hiero- 
glyphics giving the titles and the name of a 
priest called Har-ned 

[he robe was a problem to us. When the 
\rabs found it, the linen was very rotten; 
the red paint of every third row of rosettes 
had eaten right through the cloth, and all 
the stitches had given way. The finders had 
opened it out to make it look twice as big 
as it was originally and had glued it to 
backing of coarse mummy cloth. Our task 
was to soak it off this backing and then to 
reinforce it so that it might be shown prop- 
erly. To strengthen the fibers we impreg- 
nated the cloth with a rubber solution and 
then backed it with cotton net attached 
with a rubber cement. In this condition it 
could finally be folded once more into its 
original shape 


\s was noted above 
to believe that the « 
contemporar\ 

Untortunatel 
it happens that 


have been found with 








wards to be consi 


a miscellaneous lot 


it would be dif 








[HE EAPEDITION TO pervision of the digging; the writer 
CIESIPHON, 103: Q32 was responsible tor the treating, classitving 
As noted in the B 1 | N for Octobe nd registering of the objects as thev were 


1931, the Trustees of the Metropolitan Mu brought in. The work began November j 








seum approve { nt expedition with the SHOT alter We moved into a native house 
Islamic Art Department of the German n Selman Pak, and ended February 15 
' . | 11 | | 
S seums to Ctesinhon. near Rao It will be impossible to judge properly the 
ale l in 4 Dnon Ie. D. 1) t 
dad. [he first expedition there was con results of the second Ctesiphon | xpedition 
ducted in the winter of 1928—1020 under a until the architects’ drawings are finished 
concession granted to the Deutsche Orient and the work of cleaning and preparing the } 
gesellschatt. The following notes deal with objects excavated has been completed. For 
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the second season’s work, in which this Mu nstance, there are man fragments. ot 
seum participated stucco wall decoration which must be pieced 
The director of the expedition was Protes together before the pattern is complete. It 


sor Ernst Kiihnel, Director of the Islamic may be of interest, however, to describe 
Art Department of the Kaiser Friedrich briefly what was undertaken and the signifi- 
Museum in Berlin. In addition to acting as) cance of some of the results, which will be 
field director, Professor Ktuhnel kept the a published more fully in Professor Kuhnel’s 


counts of the expedition, managed the hous« official preliminary report 


hold, and performed the difficult and trving Phe ruins of Ctesiphon he on the banks 


task of hiring and organizing the Arab © of the Tigris River about twenty-five miles 
workmen, who numbered five hundred dur- — south of Baghdad. For a general description 
ing mostof the season. The responsibility for = of the territory comprised in the ruins (19 


the architectural work and for the conduct square miles) and of the finds of the first 
of the dig on most of the sites was divided — expedition, the reader is referred to the re- 
between Professor Friedrich Wachtsmuth port of that campaign,! from which the map 
of the University of Marburg and Walter 


Oscar Reuth ) isgrabungen ¢ deut 
Hauser of the Museum’s Egyptian Exped car Reuther, Die Ausgrabungen der de 


r} ; ; ; schen Ktesiphon-Expedition im Winter 1928/29 
le Dp pn} rk is ne Dp 

tion he photographic work Was done | For an account in English see O. Reuther, An 
Q. Puttrich-Reignard, who also helped w g Decen O20, Vé Il, pp. 434 ff 
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FIG. Z WORKMEN CLEARING A TRENCH BEHIND THE PALACE AT CITESIPHON 








Fi¢ 3 THE RUINS OF A SASANIAN HO E IN 
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G.4 IER FLOORS AND THE NEGA 
ALLS A MM | ‘ 2 

feath in 323 B.c., one province of Pers 
tter another broke away until finally about 
212 Bw Seleucus Su eeded 1n ¢ {ding What 
was left to the territory he already ruled 11 
Mesopotam nd Syr rom. his firs 

( pital in Baby lon he noved to Seleuc 
ounded about 300 B.c. on the west bank o 
the lie7 son the ¢ ‘ LO Wesl rade ro ( 
ind made it one of the great centers from 
which Hellenistic culture flowed out into 
he older Onrent. But the hold of the 
Seleucids on eastern Persia never becamé 
ver lirm nd in 250 Bw the Parthians 
under Arsakes established their indepen 
dence and ruled trom the city of Hecatom 
pVvlos, near e southern shore of the Cas 
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| ™ Vere ( tended a) pe the 
fashions of their former overlords. Pressure 
ron res] . ripbes tron ne east caused 
hel ( eXp ae e wes l | the 
finally captured Sel bout 130 B.« 
lded Mesopotan to their Pers 
mains. We find them by 53 B.c. settled 
Ctesiphon, on the opposite side of the 


nomans, whi 1 succeeded the Seleucids 

Nei tradition | enemies Trajan I 
A.D 6 partiall lestroved Seleucia nd 
captured Ctesiphon, carrving off the golden 





throne to Rome, and Avidius Cassius 1 
A.D. 164 completed the destruction of 
Seleucia and burned the palace of Volagases 
111 in Ctesiphon. By a.p. 200 Seleucia was 
deserted spot nd Ctesiphon its fl risi 
ell 

But during all this period of fore jon 
nation in Pers there were those who 
turned with longing to the davs of the 
nation s ere ness under Cyrus and Darius 
nd dreamed of a people once more united 
nd happ In the 1 nin Zoroaster 

e proper time Or yreak rl ved nd 
Will then nN ¢ at } I 1 the person o] 
\rdashir ereat-grandson of Sasar i 


if Anahit at 


| ) | + 
he Parthians from 


| eT Sepous 


his path and two years later made Ctesiphon 
one of his capitals, keeping Istakhr in the 
province of Fars for another. There the 
Sasanian dynas which he founded 1 
mained tor over four hundred vears, carr 
ng on an almost incessant struggle, first 








ines, for the control of the borderlands 
The count was prosperous, the arts 
flourished, a considerable literature devel 
oped, and the religion of Zoroaster, mixed 
tis true, with various Hellenistic elements 
was 1! ed and gradually dominated the 
I tion 

The fate of Ctesiphon was, however 


sealed when in 636 the rude desert Arabs 


and with one 
} 


1p 
bit 


qu 


ivering with religious zeal 
Sasanian 


he fabulous riches of t 


routed the 


on 1 
supercilious 
The 
thoroughly plun 
Arab 


met and 
\ ezdegird 
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excavations in 
some objects purely Parthian, Sasanian, o 
early Muhammadan in character and others 


in Which the sty 
will be thrown on 
Seleucia inevitably exerted when the results 
of the careful excavations carried on 
for the last six seasons by Professor W ater 
man for the Un 
published. In the region o 
the investigations o 
both sides of the 

through the middle ot 


certain mounds 


Muhammad's 








stvlistic influence tha 
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le pottery or stucco fragments on the 
Surface, were considered Parthian or 
Sasanmian. This season our work was con- 
fined to mounds outside the ruins of the old 
citv. wall called ef-lTuweibe on the map; 
fig. 1), on the east side of the river 

Ihe most obvious task presenting itselt 
to an expedition in Ctesiphon was to try to 
discover the date and original plan of the 
great Sasanian palace, the / ag-1-Aisra, the 


back of which is shown 1n figure 2. [he date 
s sul a matter of discussion, since equally 
rehable Arab historians place the building 
n the respective reigns of Shapur | (241 

272), IKhusrau | (531-579), and Khusrau I] 
590-028). In the absence of any inscrip- 
tions on the building the dating is a matter 
of comparing the plan and construction 
with those of known buildings, which, how- 
ever, are so few that no indisputable dating 
has been possible, although there 1s a ten- 


dency to regard the palace as late Sasanian 


] > } 


Skillful digging by Professor Reuther on 
the first expedition had revealed consider- 
able parts of the ground plan and it was 
hoped that more could be discovered this 


} 


| 
have been the sout 


season, but the trenches dug on what would 

h side of the great court 
showed only remains so fragmentary and 
at such a depth that it was thought inad- 
visable to continue. In the course of the 
digging pieces of mother-ot-pearl and vari- 


ous colored marbles cut in shapes intended 


to make geometric patterns for wall deco 
ration were found In large quantities, as 


well as fragments of decorated stucco used 


lor the same p 


irpose. It 1s doubtful whether 
the whole plan of the palace can be obtained 
lor many years, since the precarious condi- 
tion of the facade now standing makes dig 
ging near it impracticable and since the 
whole northern section of the building 1s 


covered by a Muhammadan cemetery still 


Our curiosity was, however, piqued by a 


fairly high mound behind the / aqg-1-Kisra 


and exactly on its axis. This we decided to 
Investigate; a wide trench was dug across 
it and gradually deepened, as shown in 
figure 2 and in the photograph on the cover 
igure 2 shows our workers digging on three 
different levels in the great trench and 


arrving 


rout the dirt in baskets. The photo- 
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the graph on the cover shows them working at — mound off in the flat fields, cultivated in the 
oF a still deeper level, from which the baskets — spring, to the east of the /ag-i-Kisra (see 
-On- were passed up by the men in the corner. — fig. 4). Here, as on all but the Muhamma 
old Fragments of tvpical early Muhammadan — dan sites, digging was difficult because olf 
lap, pottery and glass appeared near the surface, — the fact that the walls were almost entirel 
butofthe buildings of unbaked mud 
selt nothing remained bricks of the same 
to except a laver ol character as the 
the ashes. As we went surrounding — soil 
the deeper however, ind only great skill 
ate ragments of Sa- and care on the 
Hy sanian pottery ap- part of the men 
ing peared together with picks andcon 
HI with small plates Stant attentiot 
I] about ®, of an inch Irom those 
Ip- thick, of plain-col- charge could pt 
Ler ored or variegated vent the cart 
on opaque glass used way of awallorat 
w- for wall covering important br 
ng There also turned FIG. 0. RUNNING DOG, WALL FRIEZE, WIDTH \fter a cert 
n- up mosaics, single ONE FOOT. KAISER FRIEDRICH MUSEUM mount of exper 
n and in groups mental digg 
n parts of painted Mr. Hauser, wh 
r- stucco figures was in charg 
AS fragments ol the wort found 
IS carved marble, stl- that there w 
d ver coins of Khus- hin plaster floor 
‘I raul] and Bahram on a foundat 
d IV, and fresco mud bricks) on 
- paintings tallen unit. thicl 
e from the walls and rr two below 
smashed into thou soil on top 
sands of pieces 1m- mound. B 
possible to save, ng the plaster 
5 and at a depth of ried to tind 
| about thirty feet walls, but we 
We came upon a covered th 
| floor. As this was had entirely disayq 
cleared we uncov- pear 
ered drains of un- mniy trot 





glazed baked clay blanks left in the 





channels for hot FIG. 10. STUCCO WHEEL. DIAMETER AB floor could they be 
air, and an oven (THREE FEE traced (see fig. 4 
and we found our- For we 
selves in possession of a Sasanian bath at) rooms seemed to us to be arranged wil 
the same level as the floor of the Jag-i- out reason, but gradually one point attet 
Kisra and clearly belonging to the original another was painstakingly cleared id 
palace inclosure the plan of the building became intells 

Of the five Sasanian houses which we ex- — except in the northwest corner, which had 
cavated [| have selected that at Umn been washed awa and in a few other 
éy-Za‘tir, “the Mother of Thyme,” to de- — places where all traces had been destroyed 
scribe, since there the plan came out with — There seem to have been two buildings sid 
the greatest clearness. It is in a low-lving — by side, the plan of neither of which w 
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have motives Particularly interesting Is a panel stucco are those from a group which demon 
rene fiz. 9) with a running dog against a foliate — strates the strong influence which artist 
bot background. But the most imposing piece — traditions under the Seleucids and Parth 
pro- ound there 1s part of a large winged horse ans had upon the Sasanian designers 
reas in high relief (fig. 12). The powerful swing Ctesiphon. This group includes  sevet 
This of the outlines, the harmony of the linear female dancers, some clothed and me 
ded nattern. and the simplicity of the form nude and carrving mirrors. [her 
toa 
n 
1, } 
h of 
the 
vild 
ee} 
ari- 
11n 
liet 
ind 
the 
en 
ich 
ta 
] 
ui 
ol 
T 
a7 
HI 
S 
: FIG. 12. PART OF LARGE WINGED HORS! 
d 
HEIGHT AB PHIRTY-THREE INCHI 
ombine to express admirably the throt Le le ! 
: bing vitality of this mythological Orient thrown ovet 
r Ol \round the neck 1s pical n s hat B 
Sasanian necklace ot large pe irls ind drocep! I ] 
square stones from which a very lovely pal reclining o1 H 
mette pendant hangs on the breast. What a nd holds a wine bow! in | : 
magnificent sight the whole creature n onception seems ] 
have been! And how our faces fell when the munity familiar | 
piece inevitably took its place in the row of — lenistic culture 
finds selected as the share of the Iraq Gi During he fit ( ! 
ernment and destined for the Museum at fragments of large d 
Baghdad! wheels wert nd rge n 
Amone the most interesting pieces { south of the / Kisr | \ 
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the whole height of the 


ut the finds were disappoint- 


ments of stucc 
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best of which, a cross 


motive (fig. 7), Were foul 
‘ments of glazed and ut 

i small gold brooch id ay 
plain Id 1 mches s¢ 


so grew mort 1d more 
Ve proceeded Nd It soe 
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mmetrical Dy RE I 
t nd ad ( Wort 0 
been done, the final sol 
tor turt r exe iting. 
) 0 these Sites several 


from valuable study mater 
tter nd lew Tine spec 
ter the results were d 
Phe guahty of the building n 
he Stucco d or: mn Was ] 
habitants Selman Pal 
destruction b lggin 
Durnt bricks for ust n 
Ol the finds m 1 furi 


ts some problems. [here 


In general two groups of dated monum 

which at present form the basis of the 
Sasanian ornament. One consists ol 

mposin sculptures in relief at Shi 


Rustem 
il from 
sists of 
/ ig-1-B 


n f 
n iront 


from Kal 


Sons al 


decoration from a group of Sasanian houses 


Kish of a 


between Bushire and Shiraz and at Nag 
and Nagsh-i-Rajab near Persepolis 
hird century. [The other con- 
largest sculptured grotto 

vear Kirmanshah, the capita 
together with related pieces 


Kubna near-by, and the si 


stal plates of Khusrau 


blothéque nationale, all dat 


f the sixth century. For 


iscovery during the last two sea 


at 


as been pres nted to show that 


the reign of Bahram 
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centuries we had nothing 


ge amount of stucco 
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\ WIn- 420 {30 although it seems to me not such as those in figure & iT 

tivel\ entirely convincing with the pieces from Kish, w Nh may pr 
that lf we stud\ the patterns and stvle of the visionally be placed In the fifth and sixtl 
Walls stucco pieces from Ctesiphon only one con centuries. A definite chronology must awa 

OINT- clusion can be drawn, and that 1s that the more material and a more thoroug! 

deco- represent fashions prevalent at different and comparison of the pieces from Cte 


Nd a times during the Sasanian occupation phon with those from Kish and_ fron 
1d on 


>? 
“+ 


0-037 It is reasonable to conclude that Dameghan where splendid examptt 





lazed the pieces, such as the hvdrocephalic man Sasamian decorated stucco probably of 
aper- which show pure Parthian traditions were early date were uncovered this season. S« 
Ware made early, perhaps in the third or fourth — were in situ 
Wert century. On the other hand there are pieces In general, the results of the second 
y ar so close to the ornament in the grotto at Ctesiphon Expeditior finds of museu! 
om Jag-1-Bustan in stvle and handling that = objects and study material more than re 
De they must be nearly contemporary—that — paid the efforts and funds expended 
Ms is, about Ooo. There are other patterns JosepH M. Up 
Ug 
ear 
NOTES 
irl) 
ted Nt Paste IN Otp Prints. On August granular work round the bees eye 
lin 13 there will be opened in the Print Gal i disk held in their feet shows 
ens lenies (KK37-40) an exhibition of prints and — technique flourished in Crete at the bes 
v lrawings supplementary to the special ex ning of the second millennium GA 
hibition, The Taste of Today in Master 
Or pieces of Painting before 1900, now being SomME PLASTER RELIE! FROM ALI 
Ve } held in Gallery D6. With but one or two ANDRIA. The classical collection | 
exceptions the prints and drawings shown — not included any objects of plas 
CIT re the property of the Museum. The though antiquities in t mate! 
have been selected so far as possible to | miliar from Egyptian, North African 
he reflect. a certain modern taste in oldet South Russian sites. A plaster rele 
i hI}; nd white It 1S believed that the ex ragments of two others . 1} to de I 
Us hibition will be not uninteresting \lexandna,! have now supphed th 
W. M. I., |r n interesting W They belong 
I of reliets found | pt? which were 
IT \ CRETAN REPRODUCTION. A reproduc from metal originals—dishes, muirrot 
tion of a gold pendant found by the French — ers, pieces of armor or hart I 
S at Mallia in 1930 has been placed on exhib ments of various kinds. [hey were pre 
i tion in Case G in the First Classical Room ably made trom the completed met 
{ It is assigned to the first Middle Minoat nals in order to set record 
s period (about 2200-2000 B.c.) and suggests and show sometin i scene. son 
S the high degree of refinement which the portion of a decorative patter 
I goldsmith’s art had already reached at this Mur two tragments re Dea ull CX 
| time. The pendant is composed of two in cuted in fourth-century style. On 
: sects, presumably bees, each with a spread = ment of what was perhaps a shallow 
wing, their curved bodies forming a hoop ibout eight inches in diameter, showing 


Three pendent disks and a top ornament Ipper part of a reclining woman. [he other 


with a loop for suspension are added. The fragment, which do not ind 
joins in the original are adeptly made wit! 
out the addition of solder. The presence ot , : “1 
2 } ( 
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